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The Focus Panel appointed by the Town Board has been meeting once a week since the 
beginning of July to compile the information they gained since last February for the purpose of 
a presentation to the Towns People on September 26th at the Bristol Valley Fire Hall at 7:00 pm. 
Last Thursday Nate received a call from the IOGANY representative stating they had a tour lined 
up for Tuesday Aug. 28th and could accommodate 5 people from our group.  The number was 
limited because two other towns would be joining them.  The tour was led by a Cabot Oil 
Company spokesperson and it was in Dimock PA.  The five representing Bristol were Nate 
Harvey, Tom Stevens, Scott Battle, Lon Chase and Sandra Riker.  The other towns represented 
were Oxford New York and Tully New York. 
Our tour leader was Bill DesRosier, external affairs coordinator for Cabot Oil Group.  We went 
to a drilling site, a production well site, and a mobile reclamation center.  Cabot holds 70% of 
the land leases in Susquehanna County, at present they have 2% of the wells they wish to drill 
in the area and the remaining will be drilled over a 25 to 30 year period.  They are looking at 
approximately 2500 wells in the County overall.  They have been very pleased with the 
production volume in the Marcellus; it is greater than they had anticipated.  The company also 
works in Oklahoma, and West Virginia.  At present Cabot has no interest in coming to New York 
State, because of the work involved to become operational.   
Before leaving the office we were advised that Cabot hires subcontractors to do the various 
stages of operation but ultimately Cabot is responsible for acquiring the permits for all phases 
of the operation from start to finish and any damages that may arise.  If a subcontractor does 
not meet their expectations and standards they are let go and a new one is found to take their 
place.  Cabot is a small company compared to some of the others in the Marcellus Coalition, 
such as Range, Chesapeake, and Shell.   
At the drilling site we observed a raised stone base with rubberized covering to help protect 
from any containments that may spill; the well pad is 5 to 6 acres in size to be able to 
accommodate the trucks associated with the hydrofracturing and drilling processes:  fresh 
water, used water, compressors, etc.  An additional 5 acres had been disturbed in order to 
create the roads necessary to get to the site.  When all activity is concluded the pad size will be 
reduced to one or 2 acres in size.  The drilling foreman was Steve MacDonald from Oklahoma.  
He advised us that it takes about 10 days to construct the well pad site and 3 weeks to drill the 
wells.  This operation is 24/7 with crews that rotate during that time.  MacDonald said he was 
on a two week rotation with another manager.  He would be leaving tomorrow and a fellow 
from Louisiana was coming in to take his place.  Truck traffic during this part of the operation 
averages 20 trucks a day.  After the drilling company is done they pack up their gear and the 
fracturing team comes in, it takes about 10 days to get 2 wells into production.  The truck traffic 
increases to about 20 trucks an hour during that phase.  At the pad site we observed “bubble 
lights”.  These are tall lights with covers over them so it produces a downward light reducing 
the offsite excess of lighting.   The compressors were loud but not so loud that you could be 
able to talk and listen next to the rig.  We were amazed at how clean the operation is kept.  



At the mobile reclamation center Bill told us that this is one of the ways they are trying to 
reduce truck traffic as well as fresh water usage.  The center is set up like a hub of a wheel   
with the wells being drilled around it.  This will help to reduce truck traffic by as much as 18,000 
trips per year.  It is a short distance to any of the well sites. Trucks will gather fresh water that is 
stored at the center and return with the waste water to be processed.  The solids (from the 
Hydrofracking process must be removed before the solids can go to a certified landfill and 100 
% of 20% of the water that goes down a well can be reused for fracturing another well reducing 
the amount of fresh water needed.  The more wells that are established will create a lesser 
amount of initial fresh water that is needed for the process.  The company doing this work is 
ComTech Industries of Washington, Pa. they employee 90% of their work force locally.   
We were told that a large number of the Marcellus Coalition group is now using a closed loop 
system for water recycling instead of open pits and other methods. 
At the production well sites we observed 4 “Christmas Trees” (remaining well heads), their 
brine/water tanks, a separator (to remove the water from the stored gas as well as monitors 
and meters to keep track of the gas and the pad site has been reduced to  approximately 1 acre 
of land.  We were told that these four wells produce a volume of gas in one day greater than all 
of the Cabot wells in West Virginia.  We also observed another well pad less than one mile 
away, and Bill told us that in the beginning they were drilling closer than what they have found 
to be a better method which is one well pad per one square mile.  
After leaving the Cabot facility we went to find Carter Road, the center of the Dimock 
controversy.  We had been told that Cabot had 36 law suits against them, 11 for well related 
problems.  These have been settled by Cabot by a financial settlement of 1 and ½ times the 
value of the property of the land owner, providing water filtration systems and supplying the 
homes with natural gas for heating.  The other 25 suits were of other issues and Bill did not 
elaborate on this.  We observed on Carter Road a number of well sites in a very small area and 
very close to some homes. 
Our trip was a chance for gathering some more information and facts regarding HVHF and its 
supporting industries.  It did appear that the towns of Susquehanna County were busy.  We 
were told that Cabot was helping to fund a new hospital for the town of Montrose (Dimock 
neighbor) as well as providing other avenues of growth of services in the area.  Upon leaving 
the area we passed the present hospital in Montrose and they certainly do need a new one. 
My minutes are not meant to be taken as a pro or con to the HVHF Industry but merely   facts 
and observations. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Riker 
Secretary Focus Panel of Bristol 
 
At the August 29th meeting of the Focus Panel, Jude Ellis mentioned she had seen on YouTube a 
video of a trip put together observing the negative effects of the “Industry in the Dimock area. 
  
 
 
 


