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Town of Bristol 
Joint Meeting of Town Board and Planning Board 

June 9, 2014 
 

Members Present:  Town Board- Al Favro, Tom Stevens, Bob Green, Dave Parsons, Bruce 
Harter, Clerk Sharon Miller, Attorney Bill Kenyon 
Planning Board-Bob Stryker, Bob Raeman, Joann Rogers, Sandy Riker, and Bob Drayn was 
excused 
Ontario County Planning Tim Jensen 
 
Others Present:  Residents of the Town of Bristol 
 
 

 The Town Board is comfortable with the approach of prohibiting a larger land use 
category for natural gas and petroleum extraction for this Draft Local Law regarding 
HVHF. 

 
 Definitions simplified and consolidated.  The 80,000 gallon of fluids is chosen because it 

has been the basis of past practice in accordance with the 1992 NYS DEC SGEIS dealing 
with oil and gas activity.  Board thought the choice of definitions was good.  It was 
suggested that a good definition of Maintenance should be included for support to the 
Site Plan requirements of the registration process regarding new or expanded uses. 

 
 Attorney to provide input regarding use of and/or as well as other wording to make the 

document interpretative as opposed to substantive. 
 

 The question was raised if the registration form should be required for maintenance 
activities as well as new and expanded uses.  It was explained that any operation with 
regard to preexisting non-conforming activities would come first to the Code Office for 
determination if a use needed to be registered and then on to the ZBA for interpretation 
and/or variance if needed. 

 
 It was asked if our proposed Local Law was consistent with the Ag & Market regulations, 

and Tim Jensen indicated that it is generally consistent with their practices. 
 

 Under Article Six “Provisions Applicable to All Use Districts” 
 Section XIII, 2. C. the question was raised regarding the term lot, and how best to 

describe this as a farmer may own more than one tax parcel but the sum total of his 
property could be referred to as a lot.   

 
 The Board agreed they would like to see Article 12 and language for the registration 

process be tweaked so it provides guidance for the applicant, CEO, and Boards.  The 
process is to show the CEO as the first stop and then on to the ZBA. 
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 It was agreed upon that Tim will continue to work with the Planning Board and have 
revisions to them before their July 7th meeting, the document will also be ready by June 
26th for submission to the OCPB, and then to the Town Board by their meeting of July 
14th.  The Board agreed to have Supervisor Green sign off on the document for review at 
the Ontario County Planning Board. 

 The goal is to have a document ready for a public hearing in August. 
 

The following concerns were raised by the concerned citizens present at this meeting. 
 

 Concern for Article 13 Section 2 C. 
o Size of the lot should be considered where it would be acceptable 
o Rights of neighboring owners taken in to account with regard  to their lands 

being put in jeopardy for insurance, mortgage, etc. by having wells nearby 
o With regard to the term end user it needs to be made clear this is for personal 

use only and not for commercial resale. 
o Neighbor notification needs to be included 

 

 Concern for the number of times HVHF is referred to in our Proposed Draft Local Law 
and how it relates to Home Rule, does this weaken our proposed law? 

 

 Question was asked how many farms in Bristol-There are 8480 acres of land in Bristol 
that is in State Ag. District #1 that represents 506 parcels.  The Assessor advises that 
there are currently 77 Ag. Exemption in the town, 46 represent leased land and 31 our 
resident owners.   We do not know if any of them have expressed an interest in having a 
gas well on their property for their own use, that question would need to be directed to 
Linda Collart at the DEC office in Avon. 
 

 Concern on the 80,000 gallon limit- when a storage well only needs approximately 8,000 
gallons to refurbish- According to Linda Collart at NYS DEC oil and gas division it has 
been the practice in the past that 20,000 to 80,000 gallons of fluid is needed to establish 
a new well, and the 80,000 is the limit used in the 1992 SGEIS and if we were to choose 
another amount it would be considered regulating and stepping into an area that we 
cannot go to. 
 

 The cost of drilling a gas well  is somewhere between $150,000 and $200,000 under our 
proposed draft law would it be possible for a group of neighbors wishing to share a gas 
well thereby reducing the cost to an individual as long as it was for their own 
consumption and not for resale? 

 
 
 
 
 


