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Town of Bristol 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Minutes of January 12, 2016 

 
Members Present:  Marty Snyder, John Krebbeks, Steve Smiley, Donna Beretta, Jen Sanford 
 
Others Present:  Pete Wojtas, Wes Webber (Crown Castle Project Manager), Shaun Logue 
(Town Engineers representative from MRB Group), J. R. Lynch, Diane Butler, Cathy Pestle, Amy 
Force, Keith and Mary Ann Maynard, the Sweeneys, Craig & Nancy Shenk 
 
Recognition of Chairman for 2016 
The new Chairman of the ZBA Board is Marty Snyder and Steve Smiley appointment to the 
Board was extended for another term.  This was approved by the Town Board at their 2016 
Organizational Meeting held on January 11, 2016. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of December 8, 2015 were reviewed and approved with a motion by 
Steve Smiley and a second by Donna Beretta.  Board polled as follows:  Marty aye, Steve aye, 
John aye, Donna aye, and Jen abstained. 
 
Crown Castle/Verizon Tower Buckelew Road application: 
Chairman Snyder advised all that this is a continuation of the public hearing opened at last 
month’s meeting. 
Wes Webber, Project Manager for Crown Castle said he will be representing the application this 
evening due to Attorney Andrew Leja is unable to attend the meeting.  Webber told the Board 
that he had received an email from the ZBA Secretary and apologized for the delay in providing 
the information requested in that email but Mr. Leja had addressed the email this evening just 
prior to the Board meeting with the responses to the concerns raised from the ZBA Secretary.  
The Secretary made copies of all of the documents sent by Mr. Leja and shared them with the 
Board. 
The documents were as follows: 

1. New load data with regard to a 165’ tapered steel pole dated October 12, 2015 from 
Rohn Products, LLC to update the previous study reflecting a tower at 160’ in height 
dated July 9, 2015. 
 

2. FAA Aeronautical Evaluation updated on 12/22/2015 to reflect the tower height at 165’ 
from the previous study of February 25, 2015. 
 
 

3. FAA-1 Survey Certification dated 12/21/15 by Climax Development of WNY, LLC with 
regard to latitude N42◦-48-49.51” NAD83, longitude W77◦-28-01.92” NAD83 that states 
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this is accurate to within +/- 15 feet horizontally and the ground elevation of 1342 feet 
AMSL NAVD88 is accurate to within +/- 3 feet vertically. 

 
4. Site Survey C-1 and C-2 drawn on 1/12/16. 

 
5. Survey Sheet Z2 dated 1/12/16 Revision 5 

 
6. Structural Analysis Report from Paul J. Ford Co. in response to MRB questions of 

12/7/15. 
 

7. Not included in the email but addressed by Webber this evening the Part 1 SEQRA 
originally signed on August 20, 2015 resigned and updated to today’s date of 1/12/16. 
 

 
Webber stated that after the first Tower application was withdrawn in June he made an 
attempt to find another suitable location for the tower and proposed 3 additional sites to 
Verizon only to be told that the only suitable location for their equipment would be at this site 
at 7912 Route 20A. 
 
The Chairman asked if there were any new comments from the residents present this evening.  
Craig Shenk introduced himself as a new resident to Buckelew Road and asked for a clearer 
representation of where the proposed Tower will be placed.  Jen Sanford shared mapping 
information with him, including the photo simulations showing the “balloon” test conducted 
over Memorial Day Weekend.   
 
Keith Maynard presented comments that are attached to the end of this document included in 
his comments he mentioned that he had been advised that the FCC would not be regulating the 
tower and its equipment.  Webber advised him this information is incorrect the FCC does 
regulate the tower with very strict guidelines. 
 
Concerns raised by those present include: 

 Distance of the access road to property line; can be no closer than 10’ at any given point 

 Why is the access road on Buckelew and not 20A; preference of the property owner 

 Will there be interference from the apparatus on the tower with adjoining neighbors 
cell phones, microwaves, etc.; no this is regulated through FCC  

 How often will the diesel generator run; it will cycle once a month for approximately 12 
minutes and it will be set up so this occurs during daytime hours 

  who will maintain the generator; Crown Castle has a maintenance operations crew that 
will be in charge of the generator 

 There are new residents on Buckelew Road and the question was raised if a new 
“balloon test” should be required; The Board agreed this is not necessary and asked 
Webber to provide the enlarged photos from the last “Balloon Test” at the next ZBA 
meeting. 
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The Chairman said the public hearing will be kept open for next month’s meeting and its date 
will be determined to accommodate hearing the recommendations from the Ontario County 
Planning Board.  The next step is to make a motion to send the application to OCPB for its 
February meeting. 
A motion was made by Donna Beretta with a second by Jen Sanford to forward the Crown 
Castle/Verizon Tower application to the OCPB for their review and comments.  All Board 
members agreed. 
 
The OCPB meeting will be held on February 10, 2016 and comments returned to the ZBA within 
1 week.  The ZBA agreed to change the regularly scheduled meeting date of Feb. 9th to the 16th 
to minimize any delay once we receive the OCPB recommendations and it is possible that the 
Planning Board will agree to a special meeting that evening so they can provide their input to 
the ZBA as lead agency on this application.  
 
Webber asked if SEQRA could be reviewed this evening.  The Chair reminded him that he had 
mentioned in the December meeting that he wanted all the updated paperwork before the ZBA 
proceeds with any actions and submitting the paperwork an hour before the meeting isn’t a 
sufficient amount of time for the members to review the materials.  Shaun Logue (MRB Group) 
as representative of the Town’s Engineers said the SEQRA need  not be reviewed at this 
meeting and if the next meeting turns out to be a joint meeting for the ZBA & PB then all 
phases of the application can be addressed at that time.  Webber then asked if there were any 
further concerns by the ZBA or MRB could they please advise him in a timely fashion so they in 
turn can address and advise the ZBA in return.  The Chairman said the Board and MRB will 
review the information submitted tonight and get back to Webber as quickly as possible. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Steve Smiley with a second by Jen Sanford.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sandra Riker 

Secretary to Town of Bristol 
ZBA Board 
 
The minutes of January 12, 2016 were accepted as written with a motion by Jennifer Sanford 
and a second by John Krebbeks.  All Board members agreed.  This was done at the March 8, 
2016 meeting as there were no minutes from February due to the meeting being cancelled 
because of the weather. 
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